
For further information, please Fajar Parvez, Manager, Marketing and Communications 

fajar.parvez@beinspired.ca or (905) 875-2665 x 3236 

www.besinpired.ca | Empowering the community to Read. Learn. Create. Connect 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

January 4, 2024 

 

Milton Public Library Introduces Baby Bee’s First Reads Program in 

Collaboration with Halton Healthcare and Milton Community 

Resource Centre  

MILTON, ON – In the spirit of a beehive, Milton Public Library (MPL), in partnership with Halton 

Healthcare and Milton Community Resource Centre (MCRC), proudly announce the launch of 

the Baby Bee’s First Reads program. This innovative initiative is designed to provide families with 

tailored resources for newborns, fostering a love for literacy that will last a lifetime. 

By focusing on newborns, MPL looks to start the literacy journey right from the beginning, creating an 

inclusive and supportive environment for families. Sarah Douglas-Murray, CEO and Chief Librarian of 

MPL states: “At Milton Public Library we recognize the immense potential within our littlest library 

patrons. The early years are a critical period where the seeds of literacy are sown, and the foundation 

for a lifelong love of reading is laid. The Baby Bee’s First Reads program, in collaboration with two 

outstanding community partners, will provide Milton families with a resource kit tailored for newborns, 

with the aim of fostering a love for literacy that will endure throughout their lives.” 

As each family leaves from Milton District Hospital (MDH) for home, they will receive a Baby 

Bee’s First Reads voucher in their discharge package to redeem on their first visit to Milton Public 

Library. Upon presentation of the voucher at any branch of MPL, families will be provided with a free kit 

which includes: 

• Baby’s first Library Card 

• A reusable, Baby Bee’s First Reads tote bag 

• “Where is Baby’s Belly Button?” book 

• Urdu, Spanish, Arabic, Hindi and French books available upon request 

• 1000 Books Before Kindergarten tracker and growth chart 

• Early literacy resources from MPL and MCRC to support growing families 

• MPL Children’s book mark 

• Bookmark to guide parents to Halton Healthcare’s online Patient and Family Health 

Information Centre 

• Town of Milton walking tracks voucher offering a free trial  

Milton District Hospital, serving over 1,500 newborns and their families annually, recognizes the 

importance of this collaboration in supporting families as they embark on the journey of parenthood.  
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“I cannot think of a better way to kick-off the New Year than with such an inspiring program – one that 

promotes health and early literacy and enriches lives,” says Janet Skupsky, Chief Operating Officer, 

MDH. “Through this delightful community collaboration, Halton Healthcare can play an even bigger role 

in the lives and health education of our young families and newest community members.” 

Families can access reliable health information about medical or child development topics ranging from 

food allergies, breastfeeding to autism resources online through the Patient and Family Health 

Information Centre. Halton Healthcare wants families to have support in developing health literacy skills 

in their children, and knowing where to access them. 

Milton Community Resource Centre (MCRC) is a not–for-profit, multi-service organization that 

provides services to children and families of Milton and the surrounding communities. MPL is grateful for 

the financial contribution of MCRC in making the first year of the Baby Bee’s First Reads program 

possible.   

Becky Andrade, Executive Director at MCRC, expresses her excitement about supporting MPL's Baby 

Bee’s First Reads campaign, emphasizing the initiative's role in fostering a lifelong love of reading and 

learning within the community. 

“Milton Community Resource Centre is incredibly pleased to be supporting Milton Public Library with 

their Baby Bee’s First Reads” adds Becky. “It is through initiatives like this that our community 

comes together and fosters a lifelong love of reading and learning.  MCRC and Milton Public Library 

share a mutual goal of supporting children and families through the provision of programs and supports 

that are high quality, inclusive, accessible, and affordable.  By providing families with books and resources 

from the moment they welcome their new babies, we strengthen our community and raise awareness of 

the amazing resources that exist within Milton.” 

By prioritizing early literacy, Milton Public Library aims to significantly contribute to the educational 

landscape of the community. The Baby Bee’s First Reads program goes beyond the traditional role of 

a library, becoming a dynamic space where families can bond, share experiences, and actively participate 

in their children's learning journey. As a result, the Baby Bee’s First Reads program stands as a 

testament to the library's dedication to holistic community development, making it an invaluable asset 

for the residents of Milton. 

The program officially begins, January 4th, 2024. For more information, visit www.beinspired.ca. 

 

mailto:fajar.parvez@beinspired.ca
http://www.besinpired.ca/
https://www.haltonhealthcare.on.ca/services_/28763/s48842-health-information-centre
https://www.haltonhealthcare.on.ca/services_/28763/s48842-health-information-centre
http://www.beinspired.ca/


For further information, please Fajar Parvez, Manager, Marketing and Communications 

fajar.parvez@beinspired.ca or (905) 875-2665 x 3236 

www.besinpired.ca | Empowering the community to Read. Learn. Create. Connect 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

About MPL: 

Serving one of the fastest-growing municipalities in North America, Milton Public Library (MPL) is a 

multi-award winning public library focused on innovation and service excellence.  Patrons can visit MPL 

through three physical branches, Main, Beaty and Sherwood as well as online through 

www.beinspired.ca. MPL empowers the community to Read. Learn. Create. Connect.  

FB: @MiltonPublicLibrary X (formerly known as Twitter): @Milton_Library IG: @miltonpubliclibrary 

LinkedIn: Milton Public Library 

 

About Halton Healthcare:  

Halton Healthcare is a healthcare organization comprised of three community hospitals - Georgetown 

Hospital, Milton District Hospital and Oakville Trafalgar Memorial Hospital. Together these hospitals, 

along with their community locations, provide healthcare services to nearly 400,000 residents in the 

communities of Halton Hills, Milton and Oakville. Halton Healthcare hospitals have been recognized for 

their best practices in a number of patient safety and patient care initiatives. For more information, visit 

www.haltonhealthcare.com 
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About Milton Community Resource Centre: 

Milton Community Resource Centre (MCRC) is a not–for-profit, multi-service organization that 

provides services to children and families of Milton and the surrounding communities. Through our 

EarlyON sites, they provide early learning programs for children, their parents and caregivers. MCRC’s 

parent resource library offers a variety resources and workshops including access to our parent 

educators. MCRC also operates The Halton Resource Connection, which provides training, support and 

resources to individuals and organizations working with children and youth. For more information, visit 

www.mcrc.on.ca. 
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