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Milton Public Library Presents: An Evening with Mary Walsh
MILTON, ON – Milton Public Library is proud to announce acclaimed Canadian comedian, actor, writer, and activist Mary Walsh as the featured author for the 2026 One Book One Milton (OBOM) program. This year’s selected title is Walsh’s memoir, Brassy Bit of Aging Crumpet: A Memoir in Pieces, a deeply personal and sharply funny collection of essays exploring identity, aging, resilience, family, and belonging.
Now in its thirteenth year, One Book One Milton is Milton Public Library’s signature literary program that brings the community together through a shared reading experience. Over the years, the initiative has featured many of Canada’s most celebrated voices including Waubgeshig Rice, Sarah Polley, Mark Critch, Kelley Armstrong, Jagmeet Singh, Samra Habib, Margaret Atwood, Chris Hadfield, Yann Martel, Neil Pasricha, Heather O’Neill, and Don Gillmor.
Mary Walsh is best known as the creator and star of CBC’s This Hour Has 22 Minutes, where her fearless satire and unforgettable characters helped shape Canadian comedy for generations. Throughout her celebrated career, Walsh has earned numerous Gemini Awards and Canadian Screen Awards while becoming one of Canada’s most recognized performers and storytellers.
In Brassy Bit of Aging Crumpet, Walsh reflects on her Newfoundland upbringing, behind-the-scenes stories from Canadian television, struggles with addiction and self-doubt, complicated family relationships, and the process of growing older with honesty, humour, and vulnerability. The memoir ultimately arrives at a hopeful and powerful realization: that aging can mean finally learning to love and accept yourself.
“Every year, One Book One Milton creates meaningful opportunities for our community to connect through stories and conversation,” says Sarah Douglas-Murray, CEO and Chief Librarian of Milton Public Library. “Mary Walsh’s memoir is heartfelt, courageous, and incredibly funny. Her voice and storytelling will resonate deeply with readers, and we are excited to welcome her to Milton for this year’s featured event.”
Leading up to the author event, Milton Public Library will offer a variety of programs inspired by the themes explored in Brassy Bit of Aging Crumpet. Programming throughout the summer and fall will include book discussions, writing workshops, community conversations, and events exploring storytelling, comedy, resilience, identity, aging, and memoir writing.
An Evening with Mary Walsh will take place on Wednesday, September 23, 2026, at the FirstOntario Arts Centre Milton, Mattamy Theatre, located at 1010 Main Street East, Milton. The event will begin at 7:00 PM and run until approximately 8:15 PM, followed by a book signing from 8:30 PM to 9:30 PM. Books will also be available for purchase in the theatre lobby before and after the event.

Beginning Monday, May 25, 2026, copies of Brassy Bit of Aging Crumpet: A Memoir in Pieces will be available for sale at all Milton Public Library branches for $27.00 each, offering readers a savings of nearly $10 off the retail price of $36.99. Hardcover copies only will be available. Copies of the book will also be available for borrowing through all library branches, with digital editions accessible through OverDrive.
Tickets will go on sale Monday, May 25, 2026, at 12:00 PM and can be purchased online at firstontarioartscentremilton.ca, beinspired.ca, or in person through the FirstOntario Arts Centre Milton Box Office. Library cardholders will receive an email on May 25 with direct links and information for purchasing tickets.
Ticket prices are $20 for library members, $25 for the general public, $47 for a ticket and book package for library members, and $52 for a ticket and book package for the general public. Staff tickets will also be available for $15 without a book package.
The FirstOntario Arts Centre Milton Box Office hours are Monday and Friday from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Tuesday through Thursday from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM, Saturday from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, and closed on Sundays.
For more information, visit: beinspired.ca/one-book-one-milton/
About MPL:
Serving one of the fastest-growing municipalities in North America, Milton Public Library (MPL) is a multi-award winning public library focused on innovation and service excellence.  Patrons can visit MPL through three physical branches, Main, Beaty and Sherwood as well as online through www.beinspired.ca. MPL empowers the community to Read. Learn. Innovate. Connect. 
FB: @MiltonPublicLibrary X (formerly known as Twitter): @Milton_Library IG: @miltonpubliclibrary LinkedIn: Milton Public Library Bluesky: @miltonlibrary.bsky.social
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For further information, please contact Fajar Parvez, Manager, Marketing and Communications
fajar.parvez@beinspired.ca or (905) 875-2665 x 3236
www.besinpired.ca | Empowering the community to Read. Learn. Innovate. Connect
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